
  Miss Taylor
  Bot. of Geroge Tebbets
 one String Gold Beads ............................................ 7.00
 one pair Gold Knobs & Drops ................................ 2.50
 one Ring .................................................................. 1.25
     Warrentied         $10.75
    Rec. [P]ayment
      George F. Tebbets
 Lowell Oct 25 1844

(Left) Advertisement “Watches, Jewelry, and Fancy Goods”
Lowell Historical Society

(Right) Receipt for Barilla Taylor purchases from George Tebbets
Virginia Taylor Collection
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Lowell Courier
6 June 1844

Lowell Courier articles
Pollard Memorial Library
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Lowell Courier and Lowell Advertiser articles
Pollard Memorial Library
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Lowell, Mass. Sunday July 14, 1844 

Distant Parents, 

It is with pleasure that I seat myself this morning to write to you to let you know of my health which is very 
good at present.  

I was glad to see the girls and Dana. The girls were very lucky to get into the mill so soon. They went in the 
next Monday after they got here. They will make more after they get learnt than I shall, though their work will 
be rather harder. They say they get tired once in a while. They are well, and they say as happy as the rest of us. 
Mary and Climena work on the dresser and Else on the warper. They are about a mile and a half from me. I go 
over and see them as often as I can. That is not very often I can tell you. They have been over to see me twice 
since they have been here.  

Ann Graham, if you know her, has got her hand tore off. It was done in the card room. I heard she has got to 
have it taken off above her elbow. We don’t know but she will lose her life by it.  

Susan Bacon is here and a lot more people that I know. Susan sent for me to come over and see her but I have 
not been. I have received two letters from you since I left home. The first I got about two months after it was 
written. The second in about ten days. Write to me as soon as you can. Write whether father has paid Uncle El-
win or not, for I should like to know. If mother would like to have me buy her anything and send her, I will. Or 
I will buy her something and fetch her when I come. I think likely I shall have more then. I should like to have 
her write what she would like to have me get her. Though if I stay till spring I think it a doubt if you ever see me 
again if my health is as good as it is now for I think of joining the association and going to the west next spring. 
I have got me three dresses within two months. Two of them cost me three dollars apiece. Six yards and 1/2 in 
the back, double width. Ten in the other, single width. I have a large cape like them both. I send you a small 
piece of them and piece of my cloak. The striped is like my dress, the plain like my cloak. I hope these few lines 
will find you all well. I should like to see all of you very much and Delano in particular. We have not heard 
from Dana since he went to Boston. I expect Byron has got home before this time. If I cannot see you, I hope I 
shall hear from you. Do not let anyone see this for conscience sake, for I am on the floor and my paper lies on a 
trunk. I have wrote all I can. 

 I have a small bill to pay to the doctor in the course of two or three weeks. 

From your absent daughter, 
Barilla A. Taylor 

Letter from Barilla Taylor to her parents, excerpted, July 14, 1844
Virginia Taylor Collection 
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Excerpted from “Letters from Susan”

Dear Mary:  

When I left home I told you that I would write in a week, and let you have my first impressions of Lowell.  

 … It all appears very romantic to me. The driver carried me to the "corporation," as it is called; and which, so 
far as I now can describe it, is a number of short parallel streets with high brick blocks on either side. … Contig-
uous to these boarding-houses are the mills…. 

I have been out upon a long street, called Central street, and another long street, at right angles with it, called 
Merrimack street. There are stores filled with beautiful goods upon either side, and some handsome public 
buildings. There is a great hotel called the Merrimack House, which is much larger than any that I ever saw 
before, and near it is the Railroad Depot. I waited, one day, to see the cars come in from Boston. They moved, 
as you know, very swiftly, but not so much like "a streak of lightning" as had anticipated. If all country girls are 
like me their first impressions of a city are far below their previous conceptions, and they think there is more 
difference than there really is.  

 … As I walked along, and saw all the beautifully dressed ladies, I thought, within myself, that, with bonnets 
and dresses of an old style, they too would not be passable. You must know that they dress very much here—at 
least, it so appears to us, who have just come off of the hills, and been accustomed to put on our woolen gowns 
in the morning, and our better woolen gowns in the afternoon. Here they wear velvets, and furs, and plumes, 
and bugles, and all. I should wish to know a great deal to be dressed so, for I should think there was a great deal 
to be expected of one who made such pretensions. 

I told Mrs. C. that the city ladies were not so pale as I expected. She said that many of them were painted, and 
that rouge was becoming more fashionable every year. She says that even some of the factory girls use it, and 
pointed out several highly dressed girls whose cheeks were truly 
of "a carmine tint."  

I have attended meeting the only sabbath I have been here. It seems as though everyone went to meeting, the 
streets are so full on Sundays, but it is not so. Yet Lowell is a church-going place, and they say that they have 
good meetings and ministers…. 

Yours affectionately, Susan. 

The Lowell Offering, May 1844
Center for Lowell History 
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View of Merrimack Street, 1856
Lowell Historical Society 

CITy LIfe

Merrimack Street was, and still is, Lowell’s main street for shopping, dining, and other social events.


