
Teniel Rhiney, 
UMASS Amherst 
Ashfield Energy 
Committee

• Population: 1,681

• Median Age:  61 years, indicating 
an older population.

• Rural community located in 
Western Massachusetts

• Known for long agriculture 
history and farmlands

• Green Community

• Climate Leader Communit



 



Ashfield Municipal Decarbonization 
Roadmap 



Focus Areas

• Conduct In-Depth Research on the feasibility 
of potential renewable energy project in 
Ashfield

• Attending Monthly Energy Meetings, 
Webinars etc.

• Project Updates

• Share information

• Delegate Tasks

• Network Building 

• Connect with various stakeholders across 
the clean energy sectors.

• Organize filed trip to Agrivoltaic Site 

• Community Engagement 

• Table Farmers Market

• Write energy related articles 

• Co-presented at the Youth Climate Summit



Project 1: Agrivoltaic Site Visit with The Energy Committee 

Energy Committee from left; David Chandler, Teniel 
Rhiney, Brian Clark, 
 Alexandra Osterman (Chair), Ellen Leue

Brian Clark – Energy Committee

Sam Perkins- Chair Agriculture 
Committee



Agrivoltaics Ashfield

The Czajkowski Farm in 
Hadley, MA

• 445kW DC, 375kW AC
2.2 Acres

• Comprised of 832 
modules

Use:
Broccoli, Spinach, and 
Sweet Corn



Converter box under the solar array is a specialized combiner box 

used to gather and consolidate the electricity from multiple solar 
panels before sending it to an inverter.



Project 2: 
Geothermal in 
Ashfield  

What would a geothermal project look in Ashfield?

• There is interest in networked geothermal

Where would it be located? 

• The Sanderson School --- The Highway Garage

• The center of the Town which would include municipality 
buildings:

Library, Fire Station and Town Hall



Community 
Engagement:

Youth Climate Summit 



Ashfield 
Newspaper Articles



Ongoing 
Projects:

• Streetlight Conversion 

• Green Communities 
Municipal Energy 
Technical Assistance 
(META)
• Ashrae Level II Audit

Fire Station

Library

Highway Garage



Ashfield Secures $ 870K Grant for 
Solar Project
Small Town Big Impact



Reflection

Mutual learning

Locality Matters

Decarbonization Roadmap



Questions?

Contact information: Teniel Rhiney

Trhiney@umass.edu

I would be happy to stay connected and collaborate on future projects.

mailto:Trhiney@umass.edu
mailto:Trhiney@umass.edu
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