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Open Response Sentence Starter Toolbox    

Topic Sentence:  identifying information,  answer to the question, 3  reasons  Based on the excerpt “_______________________” by _______________________, the    _________________________________ because/through/by/is/are  _________________,   ____________________________, and ________________________________________    

Transition/Reason #1     In the beginning of the excerpt, …      First of all, …      The excerpt first conveys that ______ when    

Evidence #1     The author claims/illustrates/d elineates, “_________________” (paragraph __).      __(author)__ demonstrates that “____________________” (paragraph___).      Paragraph…describes “____________________” (paragraph___).      Readers note that “____________________” (paragraph___).      The author goes on to  elaborate/explore/declare“___________” (paragraph___).    

Reasoning/Analysis #1     This quote proves that…      The quote demonstrates how…      Readers can infer that…      This is important because…      The author progresses his/her point by…  

Transition/Reason #2     Later in the   text, …      The author elaborates on (claim) by also suggesting that (reason #2)       In addition to…, readers also learn that…  

Evidence #2     The author claims/illustrates/delineates, “_________________” (paragraph __).      __(author)__ demonstrates that  “____________________” (paragraph___).      Paragraph…describes “____________________” (paragraph___).      Readers note that “____________________” (paragraph___).      The author goes on to elaborate/explore/declare“___________” (paragraph___).       

Reasoning/Analysis #2     This quote proves that…      This quote demonstrates how…      Readers can infer that…      This is important because…      The author extends his/her point by suggesting that…  

Transition/Reason #3     Furthermore, __(author)__ illustrates (main claim) by/because/through (reason   #3)      By the end of excerpt, readers learn that…       The author concludes (main claim) by arguing (reason #3)      Ultimately, by the end of the excerpt, …    

Evidence #3     The author claims/illustrates/delineates, “_________________” (paragraph __).      __(author)__  demonstrates that “____________________” (paragraph___).      Paragraph…describes “____________________” (paragraph___).      Readers note that “____________________” (paragraph___).      The author goes on to elaborate/explore/declare“___________” (paragraph___).  

Reaso ning/Analysis #3     This quote proves that…      This quote demonstrates how…      Readers can infer that…      This is important because…      The author extends his/her point by suggesting that…  

Closing Statement     Readers conclude that…      In conclusion, …      All together, these  points show that…    

 


