Unit: Lowell and the Industrial Revolution

Author: Kristine Jussaume: 4th Grade, Westford, MA

Lesson Topic: Mill Life-Labor

Grade Level: Elementary

Class Time: 45 Minutes

Objectives:
· Students will be able to analyze working conditions on the farm and the mills of Lowell.
· Students will be able to develop a list of pros and cons within their group 
· Students will be able to share their opinions in the form of a debate

Materials:
· Charting Paper
· Index Cards
· Pencils

Procedure:
1. The teacher will pretend to be a farm girl.
2. He/She will introduce themselves (name, where she lives, dynamics of her family etc...).
3. Each student will have an index card on their desk. During the “farm girl’s” presentation she will call on students so they can ask the question on their index card.
a. Examples of questions:
i. What time did you have to wake up each day? 
ii. What did you eat for breakfast? 
iii. How many hours per day did you have to work? 
4. Students will be allowed to take notes for their own use.
5. Next, the teacher will pretend to be a mill girl. 
6. Each student will receive a new index card. She will then begin to introduce herself, and allow students to ask their new question.
a. Examples of questions:
i. Did you get Sunday off? 
ii. Was it warm in the mill?
iii. How much money did you get paid? 
iv. What did you do with your money? 
v. How many hours per day did you have to work?
7. In order for students to not feel influenced by their classmates, students will close their eyes. The teacher will ask students which life they would prefer; farm or factory? Teacher will record student names.
8. Students will open their eyes and then be informed about the results.  Each student will receive a worksheet where they must write an explanation of which they preferred and why.
9. Divide the class into two groups: Farm and Factory.  Students will bring their written explanation and any notes they may have taken to their group.  Students will then share each of their written responses to their group mates.
10. Students will work together to compile their pros vs. cons on a piece of chart paper.  When the two groups are finished with their list, each group will take their turn and debate to convince their classroom teacher whether or not farm life or mill work is better for a young girl.

Assessment
Each group will take their turn and debate to convince their classroom teacher whether or not farm life or mill work is better for a young girl.
