Unit: Lowell and the Industrial Revolution

Author: Tonia McGuire: 4th Grade, Reading, MA 

Lesson Topic: Life and Work on the Farm

Grade Level: Elementary

Class Time: 45-90 Minutes

Objectives:
· Students will learn and understand what farm life was like in the 1800’s.
· Students will be able to identify the differences in their lives from the lives of people on a 19th century New England farm

Prerequisite knowledge/Background Information:
Students will respond to the following prompt in writing: What do you think life was like on a farm in New England in the 1800’s? What type of work do you think people did?

Materials:
· Computer with projector/SMART board 
· Assorted artifacts/pictures of artifacts depicting life on the farm 
· Paper 
· Pencils 
· Sturbridge Village Virtual Field Trip Classroom Link http://www.osv.org/explore_learn/village_tour.html 

Procedure:
1. Students will begin by sharing their responses with a partner.
2. The teacher will then ask for student volunteers to share their ideas. The teacher will record student ideas on either the SMART board or chart paper.
3. The teacher will then tell students that today they are going to take a virtual field trip to Old Sturbridge Village.
4. Using the virtual field trip link the teacher will use the Sturbridge Village site to introduce students to New England Farm life.
5. The teacher will then share/present pictures and artifact items to students to further their understanding of what life on a New England farm was like in the 1800’s.
6. The teacher will then refer students back to the chart made earlier by the class. Ask students what they would like to change (get rid of or add) to the list.
7. Students will then be assigned to write a letter to their cousin in England describing life on the family farm.

Assessment
Students will demonstrate their understanding through contributions to the class discussion/list, as well as through their letter to their English Cousin describing life on the farm.
