Unit: Lowell and the Industrial Revolution

Author: Jennifer S. Johns: 6th Grade, Albuquerque, NM

Lesson Topic: Historical Fiction-Lyddie

Grade Level: Middle School

State Standards:

Class Time: 60-90 Minutes

Objectives:
· Students will understand the differences and similarities among the lives of four girls living in different parts of the country in the early to mid 19th century.
· Students will be able to discuss whether or not the Industrial Revolution improved life for women or made it more difficult?
· Students will understand how different world views lead to different views toward nature.
· Students will explore universal questions about identity, growing up, making choices and dealing with the consequences of those choices, standing up to injustice, and forming values.

Prerequisite knowledge/Background Information:

Materials:
· Lyddie by Katherine Paterson
· Sing Down the Moon by Scott O’Dell
· Josefina: An American Girl (series of 6 books) by Valerie Tripp
· Welcome to Josefina’s World 1824: Growing Up on America’s Southwest Frontier
· A Gathering of Days: A New England Girl’s Journal-Joan Blos

Procedure:
1. Divide students into four groups and assign a book for each group to read. 
2. Have students complete the comparison chart (below) of daily activities based on their own life and the life of their character. They can fill in the character’s name and date or you can prepare charts for each group ahead of time.
3. Lead the groups in a whole class discussion to determine the similarities and differences in the lives of these girls.
4. Conclude by having students consider these questions:
· Was it better to be a child in the 1800s or a child today? 
· What are some problems children have today that they didn’t have in the 1800s? 
· What are some advantages children had in the 1800’s that they don’t have today?
· Was it better to work in the mills or work on a farm in the 1800s?
· Which life would you have preferred to lead and why?
· How do we know how to make good decisions?
· How can a person’s decisions and actions change his/her life?
· How do decisions, actions, and consequences vary depending on the different perspectives of the people involved?
· What does it mean to “grow up”?
· What turning points determine our individual pathways to adulthood?
· In the face of adversity, what causes some people to prevail while others fail?
· When should an individual take a stand against what s/he believes to be an injustice?
· What are the benefits and consequences of questioning / challenging social order?
· How can you learn about yourself by studying the lives of others?
· Can literature serve as a vehicle for social change?

Assessment
Class discussion and comparison chart.

Extension Activities:
Curriculum from Tsongas Industrial History Center http://www.uml.edu/tsongas/materials/curriculum_materials_prog.htm
Boott Cotton Mill
http://www.nps.gov/history/NR/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/21boott/21boott.htm
Exploring the Long Walk
http://www.museumeducation.org/pdfs/LessonPlan-walk.pdf
Lesson plans, historical photos, and background information from the Museum of New Mexico.
Long Walk Web Quest
http://reta.nmsu.edu/modules/longwalk/default.htm
A Navajo Nation: The People
http://teacherlink.ed.usu.edu/tlresources/units/Gallagher2003Fall/LBENNION/LBennion.pdf
A site with many activities for Sing Down the Moon http://albion.jordan.k12.ut.us/TeacherWebFolders/Simons/7thg.html#Sing_Down
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