
INTRODUCTION 

 Home language or Heritage language 

(HL) can be defined as the language that 

children grow up hearing and speaking. 

However, the maintenance of the language 

is not something that can happen passively. 

Without intentional effort the development of 

the HL will likely stop once children start 

attending school and will be replaced by 

English, the language of instruction. It is 

important to encourage parents and 

students to maintain the HL because there 

are many benefits to being bilingual. Not 

only can HL maintenance help students 

cognitively during their academic 

development, and later on in their 

professional career, it can also help them to 

stay connected with their culture and with 

family members who don’t speak English. 

 

Problem 

 The problem is that students are often not 

motivated to maintain the language due to 

social and academic pressure, and parents 

find it hard to help them.  The goal of this 

presentation is to show educators how they 

can play a positive role in the process of HL 

maintenance. 
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 They can teach cognates to increase 

vocabulary 

  “This strategy can help these 

students develop their knowledge of 

L1 and English vocabulary academic 

at the same time” (Cummins 2005, p. 

589). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM 

 After school program that meets every day 

where students can:  

 work on Dual language book writing. 

 feel that it is socially acceptable and 

attractive to speak the heritage language 

in a larger context outside the home.  

 Parent workshop offered twice a month to 

learn and share effective strategies to 

support Home Language.  Parents can: 

 receive support from other parents, 

school, and the community 

 learn strategies on how to use HL to build 

background and to engage in the 

children’s academic experience 

 Teachers can learn to be intentional about 

affirming the students’ home language  in 

order to “communicate . . . to students . . . 

The value of their heritage language and 

culture.” (Cummins 2005, p. 586) 

 Stakeholders in the community can be 

encouraged to invest in creating and 

funding curriculum materials and to offer 

classes for students.(Wu & Chang 2010, p 

31). 

 Community surveys can be administered 

and interviews conducted with parents, 

students, and teachers to determine their 

attitudes, practices, and the language 

learning outcome. 
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DESCRIPTION 

The Home Language Maintenance program is 

intended for children in grades PreK-6, but can also 

be adapted up to grade 12.  The goal is to educate 

children who are not only able to speak and 

understand the home language, but also are able to 

read and write in the L1.  The hope is that by 

building a strong early foundation in the HL, 

students will be able to achieve better academic 

success by transferring knowledge from L1 to L2. In 

addition, parents can fulfill their role as their 

children’s most important teacher if they are able to 

communicate with children in their home language.  

When teachers work collaboratively with parents 

and community organizations, the language 

learning outcome will be more positive. 

 

The program can help “to establish an independent 

sphere of discourse where heritage language 

support can be debated on its own merits rather 

than viewed through the lens of preexisting 

polarized attitudes towards bilingual education and 

immigration” (Cummins 2005, p. 586). 
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ADVANTAGES OF BILINGUALISM 

 

  

 

 

SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT 

 The school environment is of vital 

importance to ELL’s academic success.  

The quality of the learning environment 

will have an impact on students’ learning.  

“The negative effects of social 

comparison and failure feedback may 

have unique implication for students who 

are beginning to see their own culture 

identities as different from those of their 

peers” (Han 2012, p. 301). 

 “Negative perceptions of minority 

students by teachers and staff are related 

to poorer performance” (302). 

 Portes and Hao (1998) found that “by 

helping children maintain or improve their 

native language, the school can help 

children retain ethnic identity, which has 

been linked to academic success” (302). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEACHERS’ ROLE 

Teachers need to understand that children 

have the ability to learn and master more 

than one language at a time.  Therefore, 

they do need to abandon the first language 

(L1) in order to acquire and master the 

second language (L2).  However, in order to 

be bilingual, they need to make an effort to 

maintain the HL. 

 When interacting with students teachers 

should refrain from “reinforcing ‘status 

differential’ between English and home 

language” (Cummins 2005, p. 586). 
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