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ADMINISTRATIVE ANNOUNCEMENT NO. 3

UNIVERSITY CLOSINGS AND CANCELLATION OF ACTIVITIES


The safety of faculty, staff, students and visitors to the University are a primary concern. For that reason, the decision is sometimes made to close the campus and cancel classes, particularly during the winter when inclement weather can cause hazardous conditions or create a power outage.

The Vice Provost, in consultation with Facilities personnel, makes the decision whether to close the campus during emergency conditions, usually by 6 a.m. Closings or delays are posted on the University’s webpage banner at http://www.uml.edu, on Boston television stations; WBZ (1030AM), WUML (91.5 FM), WCAP (980 AM) and WTAG (580 AM) radio; as well as the University hotline at 978-934-2121.  Employees and students also are encouraged to sign up for the emergency notification system for e-mail, text and voice mail alerts at http://www.uml.edu/notify.  If inclement weather is occurring or has been predicted, all members of the University community are advised to check one of these outlets before leaving homes or residence halls for campus.

If the University is closed, only “essential personnel” should report to work.  These include University Police, Security officers, Communications Center staff and identified Maintenance, Trades, Residence Life, Athletic, Recreational Department and Research personnel.

When the University has closed for emergency reasons, all day, evening and continuing education classes, activities and events on campus also are cancelled, unless otherwise stated in official notifications.

On days when there is a school cancellation or delayed opening of campus, the Campus Recreation Center typically will open at 10 a.m.  It is recommended that visitors to the Center during storms park in the East Parking Garage to accommodate snow removal efforts in the parking lots.  For questions regarding Recreation Center hours and activities, call 978-934-5080.

To determine the status of activities planned for the Costello Gymnasium, Mahoney Gymnasium or Tsongas Arena during a University closing, call the Athletic Department at 978-934-2310 or go to http://www.goriverhawks.com. 

Prior to scheduling any on-campus event (a planned, non-class gathering of 10 or more people), University employees or students must inform the Office of Special Events at 978-934-3888.  For events scheduled during the winter months, organizers should have a contingency plan in case the University is closed, preferably a pre-scheduled “snow date” or an alternate off-campus location. 

If the Governor issues a State of Emergency or if campus buildings cannot be safely operated and occupied, such as during a power outage, there can be no exceptions to this policy.  

In rare cases, an event may be allowed to go forward if cancellation, rescheduling or relocation is not feasible.  Decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis by the Chief Public Affairs Officer, in consultation with appropriate University personnel.  If there is a question about an event during a campus closing, contact the Office of Special Events at 978-934-3888.

The understanding and cooperation of the University community are appreciated when often difficult decisions are made to close the University and cancel scheduled activities.

PATRICIA McCAFFERTY
Chief Public Affairs Officer

2009-10 Series


