
Federal Direct PLUS Loan—
Parent/Stepparent/Graduate Student Loan

2009-2010 Federal Direct PLUS Loan Application

The interest rate is fixed. There is a 4% fee deducted from each loan disbursement. 
A parent/stepparent applying for the federal direct PLUS loan must complete the following steps before funds can be applied to the student’s account.

• Complete, sign and return the Pre-Application form located in this booklet

• Complete and sign a Master Promissory Note (MPN) for the PLUS loan, unless previously
completed, on https://dlenote.ed.gov

Please be advised: Students will automatically receive the Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan increase before the Federal Direct Plus Loan will be processed.  

The UMass Lowell Financial Aid Web page may also provide additional information and links to complete the above requirements. 
Please refer to it at www.uml.edu/financialaid

If you are interested in applying for a Federal Direct PLUS Loan both the student and borrower must complete the appropriate information sections. 
Please return the completed form to the Financial Aid Office, or fax to (978) 934-3009

Complete an online PLUS Master Promissory Note (MPN) at www.dlenote.ed.gov 
(unless previously completed in a prior year).

Student Information UML ID # ____________________________________

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Last                                                    First                                                                                                  Middle Initial

Social Security #: ___________________________________________________ Date of Birth: __________________________________

Citizenship: � 1. U.S. citizen or national         � 2. Permanent resident   If 2, indicate Alien Registration Number # __________________________

Has student applied for financial aid?    � YES   � NO

Statement of Student’s Registration Status 

� I certify that I am registered with Selective Service.

� I certify that I am not registered with Selective Service because:

� I am female

� I am in the armed services on active reserve duty (NOTE: does not apply to members of the Reserves and National Guard who are active).

� I have not reached my 18th birthday.

� I was born before 1960.

� I am a member of the Federated States of Micronesia, or the Marshall Islands or a perm resident of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.

Borrower Information (Parent / Stepparent / Graduate Student) 

Borrowers Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Last                                                    First                                                                                                  Middle Initial

Permanent Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Street                                                    City                                                                   State                   Zip

Borrowers Social Security Number: ____________–____________–____________   Date of Birth: _________________________________
Month/Day/Year

Tel. #____________________________________  Relationship to Student: � Mother   � Father   � Stepparent   � Graduate Student

Citizenship Status (check one): � US Citizen or National

Citizenship Status (check one): � Permanent Resident or Eligible Non-Citizen A ___________________________________________________
INS Alien Registration Number             

Loan amount requested $ ____________________ (loan amount should reflect amount for the entire academic year).

� If this loan is denied, I agree, as the parent of a undergraduate, dependant student, to increasing the student’s loan to the
maximum allowed for his/her grade level or loan eligibility.

Statement of Default Status and Educational Purpose

I CERTIFY THAT I DO NOT OWE A REFUND ON ANY GRANT OR LOAN, I AM NOT IN DEFAULT ON ANY LOAN OR HAVE MADE SATISFACTORY PROGRESS 
TO REPAY ANY DEFAULTED LOAN, AND HAVE NOT BORROWED IN EXCESS OF THE LOAN LIMITS, UNDER TITLE IV PROGRAMS, AT ANY INSTITUTION. 
IN ADDITION, I CERTIFY THAT I WILL USE ANY FUNDS I RECEIVE FROM THIS APPLICATION SOLELY FOR EXPENSES RELATED TO MY ATTENDANCE AT 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS LOWELL. BY MY SIGNATURE, I AUTHORIZE ANY PLUS LOAN AMOUNTS TO BE CREDITED TO THE STUDENT’S
ACCOUNT AND ANY EXCESS FUNDS TO BE ISSUED TO THE PARENT/STEPPARENT.

___________________________________________     ___________________________________________   ____________________
Student’s signature PLUS Borrower’s signature (parent/stepparent)                                       Date

Q: What is a PLUS Loan?
A: A PLUS loan is a loan parents/stepparents/

graduate students can get to pay for their
dependent student’s undergraduate 
educational expenses or the graduate student’s
expenses. The student must be enrolled at
least half time. 

Q: How does a parent/stepparent/graduate
student complete the MPN for a Parent 
PLUS Loan?
A: On-line—log onto https://dlenote.ed.gov

and select Complete New MPN for Parent
PLUS Loans.

Q: How do I sign the on-line MPN?
A: By using the PIN number personally assigned

by the U.S. Department of Education

Q: How does one get a PIN number?
A: You may request one at www.PIN.ed.gov

Q: What is the Master Promissory Note for
Parents?

A: The Direct PLUS Master Promissory Note
(MPN) allows one parent/stepparent/graduate
student to borrow one or more Direct PLUS
Loans per student. This means that a par-
ent/stepparent who wants to borrow a 
PLUS loan for more than one student should
complete a separate MPN for each one. In
addition, if different parents/stepparents want
to borrow for the same student, each par-
ent/stepparent must complete a 
separate MPN.

Q: Does the parent have to file a Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)?
A: No, however, parents are encouraged to have

the student file a FAFSA, so that the student
can receive the maximum aid available. 

Q: Does a graduate student have to file a
Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA)?

A: Yes

Q: Can any parent/stepparent/graduate stu-
dent borrow a Federal Direct PLUS Loan? 

A: Yes, generally they have to pass a credit check.
A parent/stepparent/graduate student must be
a citizen or eligible citizen and may not be in
default or owe a refund to any federal student
aid program.

Q: How much can I borrow?
A: The yearly limit is equal to the cost of 

attendance minus any other financial aid the
student receives.

Q:  Does a parent/stepparent/graduate 
student have to find a bank to borrow the
Federal Direct PLUS Loan?

A: No. The lender is the US Department of
Education rather than a bank or credit union.

Q: Does the loan come in one disbursement?
A: No. The loan will be disbursed in two equal

installments- one during the Fall Term; the 
second during the Spring Term.

Q: Who do I contact if I cannot complete the
online requirements?

A: Contact the Financial Aid Office at 
978-934-4220 for assistance.

Frequently Asked Questions
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