Effective April 7, 2008, recipients of funding from the National Institutes of Health are subject to new reporting requirements. This policy applies to articles based on work funded by an NIH grant or cooperative agreement active in FY08 (10/01/07 – 09/30/08) or beyond; and articles based on work funded by an NIH contract signed on or after April 7, 2008.

Principal investigators, even if the PI is not an author or co-author, must ensure that electronic versions of all peer-reviewed manuscripts arising from NIH funding and accepted for publication on or after April 7, 2008 are deposited into PubMed Central. PubMed Central is NIH’s full-text digital archive of biomedical and life science journal literature. Beginning May 25, 2008, anyone submitting NIH applications, proposals, and progress reports must include the PubMed Central reference number when citing an article that arises from his/her NIH funded research.

Briefly, authors must ensure that any publication agreement signed permits the final, peer-reviewed manuscript to be submitted to PubMed Central in accordance with the policy.  If a journal presents an author with a copyright transfer agreement, the author should not sign if it does not allow the author to submit the final, peer-reviewed manuscript to PubMed Central within 12 months of publication.

Please visit the NIH Public Access Policy Site  at http://publicaccess.nih.gov/


This site includes the NIH Public Access Policy, an FAQ, and detailed deposit instructions and demonstrations.

