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Technology to Produce
New Breed of Flexible
Photovoltaic Cells

Prof. Jayant Kumar, director 
of the Center for Advanced
Materials, was among a team of

researchers whose invention of new
solar-cell manufacturing 
technology recently received a 
patent from the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office.

The invention features a method
of fabricating sheets of dye-sensitized
solar cells on a flexible metal or 
plastic substrate. The method uses 
a cross-linking agent to connect
nano-size semiconductor particles
and incorporates these particles into
the photovoltaic cell. Funding for 
the research was provided by the
Army Natick Soldier Systems 
Center in Natick.

�The cells can be mass-produced
at low cost as roll-up sheets,� says
Kumar. According to him, they can

be made into lightweight, 
flexible canopies for military,
commercial, residential, and
agricultural applications.

In addition to Kumar, the
team of inventors includes
Kethinni Chittibabu and
Srinivasan Balasubramanian
of Konarka Technologies in
Lowell; Lynne Samuelson and
Lian Li of the Army Natick
Soldier Systems Center; Jin-An
He, formerly of Konarka and
now with Sun Chemical in
Parsippany, N.J.; and the late
Sukant Tripathy.

Tripathy was a chemistry profes-
sor at UMass Lowell and founder of
the Center for Advanced Materials.
He was also one of the founding 
scientists of Konarka and a world
leader in developing and advancing
nano-enabled polymer photovoltaic
materials. 

The patent application was sub-
mitted in 2002, two years after
Tripathy�s death. �We included him

in the team to acknowledge his con-
tributions to the research,� says
Kumar. �The patent is held by the
University, with exclusive licensing
of the technology to Konarka.�

Konarka expects commercial 
production of the flexible solar cells
to begin by the end of the year or
early in 2009.

�EA

Mon.- Fri.   7 to 9 a.m.
Bright Radio to Start Your Day

� Jayant Kumar, left, and Lian Li.

Study Links Heating of Indian
Ocean to Drought in Africa

Lecture Features
Padraig O’Malley
Humanitarian to
Address Reconciliation
in Iraq

Prof. Padraig O�Malley of
UMass Boston will discuss
his recent efforts at reconcili-

ation in Iraq against the back-
ground of his work in Northern
Ireland and South Africa in his
keynote address at the second F.
Bradford Morse Distinguished
Lecture. A panel discussion will
follow O�Malley�s presentation.

Chancellor Marty Meehan,
Middlesex Community College
President Carole Cowan and U.S.
Rep. Niki Tsongas are extending
an open invitation to attend the
lecture on Monday, Nov. 10, at 7
p.m. at the F. Bradford Morse
Federal Building on Merrimack St.
in Lowell.

O�Malley, the John Joseph
Moakley Distinguished Professor
for Peace and Reconciliation at the
McCormack Graduate School of
Policy Studies at UMass Boston,
was the founder and editor of the
McCormack School�s New
England Journal of Public Policy.
He currently directs the Iraq
Project and is the recipient of the
International Association of
University Presidents Peace
Award and the Chancellor�s
Award for Distinguished Scholars.
O�Malley also initiated a meeting
in South Africa hosted by Nelson
Mandela, known now as the Great
Indaba.

The F. Bradford Morse lecture
is presented by UMass Lowell,
Middlesex Community College
and the Paul E. Tsongas Center in
connection with the F. Bradford
Morse Endowment for the Study
of International Relations,
Sustainable Development and
Peace. 

Morse, who died in 1994, was
recognized worldwide as a leader
on humanitarian issues through
his roles as director of 
the United Nations Development
Program and Undersecretary
General for Political and General

Continued on Page 2
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Researchers Suggest
Global Warming Is to
Blame

Anew study conducted by a
team of oceanographers, cli-
matologists, and environmen-

tal and atmospheric scientists sug-
gests that global warming is raising
surface temperatures in the Indian
Ocean, which in turn is causing a
dramatic decrease in rainfall over
eastern and southern Africa. Such
drought conditions could have a seri-
ous impact on the security and stabil-
ity of the region�s fragile food supply.

�If the trend toward less rain
continues, the number of undernour-
ished people in the already-stressed
region could increase by 50 percent
or more by 2030,� says Asst. Prof.
Mathew Barlow of the
Environmental, Earth and
Atmospheric Sciences Department,

who was one of researchers involved
in the study. Their findings were
published in the August 12 issue of
the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences.

According to records from
ground stations and satellites, since
the 1980s rainfall in Ethiopia, Kenya,
Burundi, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia
and Zimbabwe has declined by as
much as 15 percent per year.
Statistical analyses indicate that, as
the central Indian Ocean warms up,
it creates anomalous atmospheric
conditions that disrupt the onshore
flow of moisture, reducing the
amount of precipitation over the
African continent. 

Barlow and one of his graduate
students, Andrew Hoell, who was
also a co-author in the paper, used 
a global climate model from the
National Center for Atmospheric
Research to validate this hypothesis.
Their empirical and model-based

studies strongly suggest that, as
greenhouse gases and aerosols accu-
mulate in the atmosphere, precipita-
tion would likely continue to
decrease well into the 21st century.

�Analysis of agricultural produc-
tivity, however, suggests that a mod-
est amount of agricultural develop-
ment could largely offset the effects 

Continued on Page 2

� Mathew Barlow
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Assembly Affairs. The Morse
Endowment also supports the
University�s International Relations
program and an annual Model
United Nations conference for high

school students at UMass Lowell.
To donate to the Morse

Endowment, send a check payable
to �UMass Lowell�
Morse Endowment,� UMass

Lowell, 
Office of University
Advancement, 
1 University Ave.,
Southwick 250, 
Lowell, MA 01854. 

�MH

Study Links Heating of Indian Ocean to
Drought in Africa
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of the rainfall decrease,� says Barlow.
According to him, if the countries
invest in farm machinery, fertilizer,
hardy seed, arable land and modern
farming methods, they could become
agriculturally self-sufficient and 
self-sustaining despite the declining
rainfall.

In addition to Barlow and Hoell,
the team included researchers and
representatives from the University
of California, Santa Barbara (which
led the study); the U.S. Geological
Survey (USGS); the Scripps
Institution of Oceanography; the
Center for Earth Resources
Observation and Science; and
NASA�s Goddard Space Flight Center. 

The four-year project was funded
by the U.S. Agency for International
Development�s Famine Early
Warning System Network, the USGS,
NASA�s Precipitation Monitoring
Mission and the National Science
Foundation.

�The scenario in Africa can 
also happen here on the continental
U.S.,� says Barlow, �possibly from
the Pacific, which has played a role 
in some of the historic droughts in
America, and which also appears to
be influenced by global warming.�

�EA  

� F. Bradford Morse � Padraig O’Malley

Alzheimer’s Association Presents 
Grant Award to Prof. Tom Shea

� James Wessler, left, president and CEO of the Massachusetts Chapter of the Alzheimer’s
Association, presented a check for nearly $240,000 to Biological Sciences Prof. Thomas Shea
at an event hosted by Chancellor Marty Meehan. The grant, awarded competitively at the
national level, will support clinical trials of MemoryXL® to see if the onset of Alzheimer’s can
be delayed. The vitamin-based formulation has already proved effective in improving memory
and brain function of normal adults and Alzheimer’s patients, and is the first non-prescription,
low-cost intervention available. In his remarks, Wessler said, “Prof. Shea’s work couldn’t be
more important. If we can push back by five years the onset of Alzheimer’s, then 50 percent of
today’s Americans—who would otherwise get the disease—will never experience
Alzheimer’s.”

Poetry Festival Honors
Literary Heritage
English Department
Celebrates Offering
Release

Poetry lovers from around the
nation gathered in downtown
Lowell for the first annual

Massachusetts Poetry Festival, 
sponsored in part by the University.
The Oct. 10-12 event
included readings,
workshops, music and
more, with featured
readings by poetry
greats such as Robert
Pinsky and Regie
Gibson.

As part of the Oct.
10 events, the
University sponsored
the first Intercollegiate
Poetry Reading at the
Revolving Museum.
UMass Lowell student
and festival planning
committee member
Michael Frye organ-
ized the event with the help of 
Paul Marion, executive director 
of Outreach.

�I was thrilled to see so many
young writers involved in the inter-
collegiate reading,� says Marion.
�The festival highlights UMass
Lowell and the city of Lowell as a lit-
erary hotspot for students, scholars
and writers.�

Readers representing Salem 
State College, Emerson, Boston
University, Middlesex Community
College and UMass Lowell presented
their poetry to a crowd of parents,
students, faculty and community
members. After the reading, the
audience went to the Brush Arts
Gallery for a release party for The
Offering, the University�s literary
journal, published by the English
Department�s Literary Society.

�Many of UML�s students rarely,
if ever, come downtown,� says
Assoc. Prof. Julie Nash, co-advisor of
the Literary Society. �The Literary
Society likes to host events that will
introduce our students to the vibrant
city of Lowell. Once they see the art
galleries, restaurants, museums, and
cafes the city has to offer, they�re
hooked.�

Surrounded by quilts on display
at the gallery, the party-goers were
treated to an intimate talk by poet
Nick Flynn, who addressed the sub-
ject of becoming a writer before
heading off to headline one of the
weekend�s featured readings.

�It was great to see Nick Flynn,�
says Eric Hultgren, senior English
major and president of the Literary

Society. �He gave us some good
insights into his writing process 
and explained how he addresses 
contemporary political issues
through poetry.� 

The 2008 edition of The Offering
is the largest yet, with more than 
50 poems, short stories, essays and
photographs submitted by students,
faculty, staff and alumni. 

�The Offering provides the
University community with a cre-
ative outlet,� says Asst. Prof. Bridget
Marshall, co-advisor of the Literary
Society. �It�s a way to celebrate 
writing. For those who join our 
editorial group, it�s a chance to find
out what it�s like to be an editor.�

All the work, from the writing 
to selecting to editing, is done by the
students and faculty of the Society.
Copies of the books are available for
free at the English Department Office
on the fourth floor of O�Leary Library. 

�Literature isn�t just for English
majors,� says Nash. �The Offering
serves as an important bridge
between a sometimes divided 
campus. We showcase the work of
students, faculty, staff and alumni,
bringing together people who might
otherwise never cross paths.�

� Poetry Festival participants included, from left, Asst. Prof
Bridget Marshall, English major Eric Hultgren and Assoc. Prof.
Julie Nash.

We Want to Know ...
How Do You Get Your News?

Bombarded with campus information? Or do you feel like you never 
know what is going on? 

The Office of Public Affairs wants to know how you get your news
about the University and if it works for you. Complete a brief online 
survey at http://www.uml.edu/survey

The results of the survey will help Public Affairs better serve the 
community by providing the type of news people want via the method
they prefer.
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Charlotte Mandell Named Vice
Provost for Undergraduate Education
Duties Include 
Working with Deans
and Enrollment
Management Staff

Psychology Prof. Charlotte
Mandell has been named vice
provost for Undergraduate

Education, a position
in which she will
serve as a member of
the provost�s senior
management team and
work with the aca-
demic deans and
enrollment manage-
ment staff on all 
matters pertaining 
to undergraduate 
education.

�We are very for-
tunate that such an
accomplished profes-
sor with a strong
record in program-
matic development
and departmental leadership has
accepted this new position,� said
Provost Ahmed Abdelal in making
the announcement. � Charlotte will
provide leadership for faculty efforts
in strengthening experiential and
interdisciplinary learning, and
enhancing retention and graduation
rates.�

The appointment of Mandell is
part of a plan Abdelal announced
earlier this year to name three vice
provosts�one each for undergradu-
ate education, graduate education
and research.

Mandell, a psychology faculty
member for 30 years, holds a doctor-
ate in experimental psychology, with
a specialization in learning, from

Columbia University.
As a department chair
for 12 years, she was a
leader in the develop-
ment of online pro-
grams within the field
of psychology. 

As vice provost, 
she will oversee initia-
tives in Learning
Communities and
strengthening experien-
tial learning, including
cooperative education,
service learning, knowl-
edge discovery, interna-
tional experiences and

interdisciplinary programs.
She also will be responsible for

the Learning Centers, Honors
Program and the incorporation of
educational technology into the 
curriculum, as well as other 
undergraduate functions.

�JMcD

Craig Mello, professor of molec-
ular medicine at the UMass
Medical School, gave the

Tripathy Endowed Memorial Lecture
in October. His presentation, �RNAi:
From Mechanism to Medicine,� sum-
marized and updated the research
for which he won the Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine for 2006,
with Prof. Andrew Fire of Stanford
University Medical School.

Mello and Fire published their
work on RNA interference or gene
silencing in 1998, just eight years
before the Nobel was awarded�
an unusual speed justified by the
explosive growth of research based
on RNAi. Using this natural method

of switching genes off, researchers
have been able to suppress each 
gene and identify its function, 
leading to new research models 
and new classes of drugs.

The 2008 Tripathy lecture was
sponsored by Konarka Technologies,
a world leader in thin film solar tech-
nology, with additional support from
the Center for Advanced Materials.
Sukant Tripathy, University Professor
and founder of the Center, was rec-
ognized around the world for his
research in thin polymer films and
their electrical and optical properties.
The annual lecture is one of four 
programs that honor his life and
memorialize his work.

� Welcoming Nobel Laureate Craig Mello, second from left, as speaker for the 2008 Tripathy Lecture
are, from left, Daniel Sandman, associate director of the Center for Advanced Materials, Chancellor
Marty Meehan and Jayant Kumar, director of the Center for Advanced Materials. 

Prof. Krishna Vedula, former
dean of the College of
Engineering, has been named

special assistant for international
partnerships.

In announcing the appoint-
ment, Provost Ahmed Abdelal said
the new position would provide
leadership for strengthening the
University�s collaborative efforts
with international institutions and
enhancing opportunities for stu-
dents to learn and work in other
cultures as part of preparing 
globally competent graduates.

He said Vedula will �create
opportunities for faculty to collabo-
rate in education and research with
colleagues abroad; recruit interna-
tional undergraduate and graduate
students� and connect the
University and urban community
to the heritage of Lowell cultures
and to parts of the world that are of
strategic importance to the state
and the nation.

�He already has demonstrated
his extensive abilities in this area by
providing national leadership for

collaboration between U.S. and
Indian universities in engineering
education.�

Vedula, who is recognized 
globally for his contributions to
engineering education, research,
administration and outreach, was
dean of the College of Engineering
from 1995 to 2003.

Vedula Named Special Assistant
for International Partnerships

� Prof. Krishna Vedula

� Charlotte Mandell

Nobel Laureate Craig Mello 
Delivers the 2008 Tripathy Lecture

Addresses
Environmental, Social
Effects of Mining

Dave Cooper, a member of the
Sierra Club and the Ohio
Valley Environmental

Coalition, will be stopping at
UMass Lowell as part of his fifth
annual national Mountaintop
Removal Road Show. 

Cooper, a resident of Kentucky,
worked for 20 years as a mechani-

cal engineer before devoting him-
self to environmental issues after
seeing a mountaintop removal
mine on Kayford Mountain, W.V.
He has since spoken everywhere
from the National Science
Convention to universities around
the country, educating people on
mountaintop removal, a process
which involves blowing off the
tops of mountains to get to the 
coal beneath.

The presentation, which
includes a slide show of mining
sites, explores the social, environ-
mental, economic and political
effects of coal mining and moun-
taintop removal. The presentation
will also take a look at energy con-
servation and what would happen
to the coalmining communities
should their mines close down.

The presentation is sponsored
by the History, English, Sociology
and Political Science departments
and will take place on Monday,
Nov. 17, at 7 p.m. in McGauvran
410. For more information, contact
Chad_Montrie@uml.edu. 

Environmentalist Visits Campus
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Chancellor Meehan Lauds Faculty, Staff Achievements
Enrollment is Up and
Recycling Initiative is
Underway

Chancellor Marty Meehan recog-
nized faculty and staff for their
achievements over the past

year�in enrollment growth,
research, fundraising and in greening
the campus�at open meetings
recently in Cumnock Hall and
O�Leary Library. He said that last
year’s budget problems were largely
resolved, and now we must deal
with the prospect of significant mid-
year state budget cuts. 

�We�ve had a lot of challenges,�
Meehan said. �But I think we’ve
done extremely well, and I want to
thank each of you for that.�

Meehan primarily credited
enrollment growth for the campus’s
improved fiscal condition, noting
that the increase has come without

sacrificing student quality or lower-
ing standards. With a freshman class
23 percent larger than last year’s, in
large part due to new Admissions
initiatives, Meehan said the campus
is able to make investments in key
hires and other targeted activities,
such as implementing the Facilities
Review Committee’s recommenda-
tions and initiating a recycling pro-
gram. He thanked Environmental
Health and Safety Director Rich
Lemoine, and others who served on
the facilities review and recycling
teams, for their contributions.

Meehan’s PowerPoint presenta-
tion included a slide showing the
chancellor using a new �recyclution�
bag. �When I signed to come here,
my contract was a public document.
And there was nothing in it about
handling waste,� he joked. He
encouraged everyone to participate
fully in the program.

Lemoine said, in the first week
alone, the campus went from
recycling two and one-half tons
of waste per week to recycling
20.8 tons. �We know we have
some concerns,� he said. �Bear
with us a little bit.� He request-
ed that feedback be sent to
green_team@uml.edu.

As for the coming year,
Meehan noted that the state
budget situation is difficult.
(Editor’s Note: Since Meehan’s
campus presentation, the
UMass system’s budget was cut
five percent. UMass Lowell

must absorb a $4 million
operating budget cut.)

Meehan said challenges
right now include finding
400 new beds for student
housing and providing
about 1,000 over the next
five years, as the campus
meets twin goals of growing
enrollment and increasing
the resident-to-commuter
student ratio to 50/50.
Housing options include
new residence hall construc-
tion, building purchases
and, potentially, leasing
from private developers. 

A master building plan
for the campus is underway.
Thomas Costello, interim
chief information and facili-
ties officer, said an advisory commit-
tee soon will be formed to plan for a
South Campus academic building.
Other campus goals include main-
taining affordability and increasing
diversity, which has grown 39 per-
cent among new students over the
past year.

Provost Ahmed Abdelal said an
Academic Affairs goal for the coming
year is to ensure every new student
can be in a learning community.
Other goals include expanding smart
classrooms, nurturing international
exchanges and developing a co-op
program through an expansion of
Career Services.

Meehan also said Abdelal and
Executive Vice Chancellor Jacqueline

Moloney will soon organize a cross-
campus team to work on a strategic
10-year plan called UMass Lowell
2020. �It’s important that together we
decide what the strategic priorities
are for the campus,� he said, and
encouraged participation from the
University community.

�There are a lot of struggles that
we’re going to have,� Meehan said
after all questions had been fielded in
Cumnock auditorium. �We’ll get
through them. Everybody here is
responsible for the success we’ve had
this year.�

� More than 200 faculty and staff attended Chancellor Marty
Meehan’s open sessions recently on campus, including, from
left, Guy LaRose, Special Events Office operations manager;
David Hadley, media technician at the Graduate School of
Education; and John Murphy, superintendent of grounds.

� Chancellor Marty Meehan speaks to Facilities staff
member Marelyn Cruz following a presentation to faculty
and staff.

Proposal Receives
$125,000 in Research
Funding 

Aproposal to develop a new
materials science research
and user facility using the

UMass Lowell Radiation
Laboratory�s high-energy ion accel-
erator has been chosen by UMass
President Jack Wilson for funding
under the President�s Science and
Technology Initiatives Fund for 
academic year 2008-09. 

Proponents for this interdiscipli-
nary effort include Profs. Partha
Chowdhury, James Egan, Gunter
Kegel and Jayant Kumar of the
Physics Department. Kumar is the
principal investigator for the project.

The initiative fund provides
seed money for faculty research
projects in science and engineering
that contribute to the growth of
Massachusetts�s economy, especially
in technology- and innovation-driv-
en industries. The UMass Lowell

project is one of eight selected this
year from across all five UMass
campuses, and will be conducted in
collaboration with Prof. Paul
Calvert, chair of the Materials
Science Department at UMass
Dartmouth. The total award
amounts to $125,000 for two years.

�The funds will be used prima-
rily to acquire equipment and create
a facility that is unique in the
region,� says Kumar, who is also
director of UMass
Lowell�s Center for
Advanced Materials.
�The facility will
expand research pro-
grams in priority
areas for the campus
� nanomaterials,
nanomanufacturing,
optoelectronics and
biomedical devices�
and promote further
collaborations with
industry. It will also
provide valuable
materials processing

and characterization services to
companies and research centers in
New England.� 

According to Kumar, the facili-
ty�s new capabilities can be utilized
across a wide range of applications
and industries, such as semiconduc-
tor, photonics and micro-array fabri-
cation. �A number of life-sciences
applications are also anticipated,�
he says.

This is the fifth year for the
Science and Technology
grants. Thirty-eight
projects have received
funding worth $5.25
million since the 
program�s creation in
2004. Past initiatives
have gone on to secure
more than $85 million
in additional external
funding for their
advanced research.

Particle Accelerator Project Selected
for UMass President’s Grant

� Jayant Kumar

Phil Ramone Featured
at Art of Record
Production Conference

Grammy Award winner and
world-renowned record produc-
er Phil Ramone will be giving

the keynote address at the fourth
International Art of Record Production
Conference to be held at the University
from Friday, Nov. 14, through Sunday,
Nov. 16.

Ramone, who has also won an
Emmy, has worked with the likes of
Madonna, Paul McCartney and Frank
Sinatra. He produced the first CD ever
pressed, Billy Joel�s �52nd Street.� He
has also produced film, Broadway
shows and television shows, including
�Flashdance,� �Ghostbusters� and
�Seussical the Musical.� For the
keynote address at the conference,
Ramone will be interviewed by
Maureen Droney, executive director of
the Producers and Engineers Wing at
the Recording Academy. 

The conference also features a pro-
ducers panel roundtable, industry pan-
els, papers and presentations on the art
of record production and several work-
shops. Information on the conference
and registration can by found by visit-
ing www.artofrecordproduction.com. 
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Gala Raises $45,000 for
Scholarships for Honors
Students

UMass Lowell honored seven
retired faculty members and
its first Community Fellow at

the Honors Fellows Fundraiser on
Thursday, Oct. 16, raising $45,000 for
student scholarships. Those honored
were chosen for their legacy of edu-
cational excellence that inspires the
UMass Lowell Honors Program.

This year�s honorees were Mary
Beaudry, Faculty Teaching Center;
Rudy Deanin, Engineering; May
Futrell, Nursing; Jon Hellstedt,
Psychology; Brack Hinchey,
Management; Thaddeus Osmolski,
Biological Sciences; and William
Phelan, Graduate School of
Education. Human rights activist
Loung Ung was named the pro-
gram�s first Community Fellow.

�This is a great institution
because you all have committed your
lives to making it a great institution,�
said Chancellor Marty Meehan at the
reception held at Allen House.
�Thank you for all you have done 
for students.�

UMass President Jack Wilson
congratulated the honorees, noting
that �UMass Lowell is the heart and
engine of economic development in
this part of the state...Your commit-
ment to challenging the UMass sys-
tem�s top students is commendable.� 

�This event has always been
about honoring the past while build-
ing the future,� said Executive 
Vice Chancellor Jacquie Moloney,
noting the Honors Program cele-

brates its 10th anniversary this year.
The Honors Fellows Endowment,
which supports scholarships and
extracurricular events for the Honors
Program, now stands at more 
than $150,000.

Chancellor Meehan noted that
the recently opened Honors House in
Eames Hall, where honors students
live with a faculty member in resi-
dence, is becoming a model for 
other future learning communities 
on campus.

Prior to the Honors Fellows
Fundraiser, Community Fellow
Loung Ung spoke in Mahoney Hall.
The award-winning author who sur-
vived the Cambodian genocide as a
child brought her experiences to life
in the national bestseller �First They
Killed My Father: A Daughter of
Cambodia Remembers.�

Ung spoke of her escape from
her country at age 10 and the heart-
wrenching decisions made by her
family that allowed her to relocate to
Vermont. She is a national spokesper-
son in the campaign to ban land
mines, which still claim 18,000 lives 
a year in her country. �They are
weapons of mass destruction, 
albeit in slow motion,� she said.

In calling for action against 
land mines, she offered a positive
message.

�Even when we look in the
newspaper we are shown the worst
example of man�s humanity to man.
Our only tool is to be the best of
man�s humanity to man,� she said.

Honors Fellows Fundraiser
Celebrates Academic Excellence

� Gathered at the Honors Fellows Fundraiser were, from left, William Phelan, Community Fellow
Loung Ung, Thaddeus Osmolski, May Futrell, Chancellor Marty Meehan, Rudy Deanin, Mary Beaudry,
UMass President Jack Wilson, Braxton Hinchey and Jon Hellstedt.

Area Superintendents
Hear Details of
Collaborative Teaching
Initiative

UMass Lowell has established
a new entity that will work
with regional school districts

on teaching and research projects,
the objective of which will be to
ensure that K-12 students will be
better prepared when the time
comes for them to enter college.

Provost Ahmed Abdelal
announced the creation of the
Office of School University
Partnerships at the second annual
Chancellor�s Breakfast for
Superintendents, held on campus
recently.

Abdelal said the partnership
will �provide a place for school and
University partners to work togeth-
er, to engage in professional learn-
ing, and to build new partnerships
for our mutual benefit.�

Chancellor Marty Meehan told
the attendees at the breakfast, part
of the Superintendents Forum
Series, �We are changing the
dynamic of education. We want the
University to be world-class, which
means we need to work at getting
students to come to our door better
prepared.� 

Participating in a panel discus-
sion with the superintendents,
Meehan discussed a number of 
successful programs�such as 

TEAMS, STEM and Design Camp
�in which the University works
with area schools and students. 

Judy Boccia, director of the
University�s Center for Field
Services and Studies (CFSS), said
the Center would facilitate the
work of the new Office of School
University Partnerships. �The new
Office signals the importance
UMass Lowell places on its rela-
tionships with K-12 schools and
our desire to deepen the collabora-
tive work we do together,� said
Boccia. �We�re very excited about
the many opportunities that lie
ahead for school-university part-
nerships at UMass Lowell.�

In introductory remarks to
leaders of 26 local school districts
in attendance, North Reading
Public Schools Superintendent
David Troughton said, �I hope you
all learn what the University of
Massachusetts Lowell has to offer
us. The University is a beacon on
the hill, not only for Lowell but for
the greater Merrimack region.�

The CFSS-sponsored
Superintendents Forum Series 
was initiated in 1995 in response 
to superintendents� requests for
professional development and 
closer collaboration with the
University. School leaders from
Middlesex and Essex counties meet
bi-monthly to share ideas and 
concerns on educational topics 
and to receive briefings from state,
regional and University faculty
experts on emerging issues. 

Provost Announces
Creation of Office of School
University Partnerships

� The recent Chancellor’s Breakfast for Superintendents brought local school leaders to 
campus to discuss partnerships with the University. From left, Judith Boccia, director of the
University’s Center for Field Services and Studies, Superintendent Patrick Schettini of Reading,
Provost Ahmed Abdelal and Dean John Ting.
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UMass Lowell�s College of
Management is once again
ranked as one of the

nation�s best graduate business
schools by The Princeton Review.

The Princeton Review�s 2009
edition of �Best 296 Business
Schools� was released this month
by Random House. In compiling
its list, the New York-based educa-
tion services company used infor-
mation from the institutions and
student surveys.

�We select schools for this book
based on our high regard for their
academic programs and offerings,
institutional data we collect from
the schools, and the candid opin-
ions of students attending them
who rate and report on their cam-
pus experiences at the schools,�
Robert Franek, Princeton Review�s
vice president-publishing, says in 
a statement announcing the new
book. �We are pleased to recom-
mend UMass Lowell to readers of
our book and users of our website
as one of the best institutions they
could attend to earn an M.B.A.�

The book, which does not rank
schools numerically, features two-
page profiles on each one detailing
academics, student life and admis-
sions. It also rates programs, selec-
tivity and career placement servic-
es. In addition, the profile includes
the results of an 80-question stu-
dent survey about themselves,
their career plans and their opin-
ions about the University. 

�Our inclusion in Princeton
Review�s 2009 guide again validates
the high quality of UMass Lowell�s
M.B.A. program, and our swelling
enrollments reflect the popularity 
of our graduate management pro-
grams. We have attracted students
from more than 120 different under-
graduate colleges to our on-campus
and online classes,� says Gary
Mucica, director of Management
graduate programs. �As one stu-
dent reported to the Princeton
Review, �UMass Lowell professors
are firm but fair, available, and they
have real-world experience.� That�s
what makes UMass Lowell�s
College of Management �The
Business School That Works.� � 
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Initial Feedback 
Very Positive

More than half of this fall�s
1,528 incoming freshmen
have been enrolled in learn-

ing communities in which 25-student
cohorts share three courses, a faculty
advisor and a major or academic
theme.  

The purpose of learning commu-
nities is to help new students make a
positive connection to the campus
from the outset of their academic
careers.

The feedback so far is that they
are working.

The establishment of learning
communities was a priority for
Provost Ahmed Abdelal when he
arrived on campus last spring. His
objective is to positively affect the
freshman-to-sophomore retention
rate and the graduation rate. 

�Learning communities are suc-
cessful because they help students
bond with each other and a faculty
mentor, and connect solidly with the
campus,� he says. 

Virtually every one of the 
200-plus freshmen entering the
University this fall as Undeclared
Liberal Arts (ULA) majors are
enrolled in a Learning Community.
Each cohort shares a section of
College Writing I, either an introduc-
tory sociology or psychology 
course and a Values and Critical
Thinking Course. 

Students selected one of seven
themes for their Values course:
Communications and Media,
Education and Children�s Issues,
Health and Environment, Fine Arts,
Global Business, International Affairs
and Politics and Social Justice. 

Frank Talty, director of academic
programs in the Division of
Humanities, Social Sciences and Fine
Arts, enlisted faculty from the School
of Health and Environment and the

College of Management to teach the
Values section, exploring health and
business, respectively. 

�The values sections are designed
to provide an orientation to the
school and also introduce students to
what they�ll encounter in their aca-
demic and social lives,� says Talty.

�We only have anecdotal evi-
dence so far,� he notes, �but faculty
have noticed a difference between
freshmen who have been grouped in
a learning community and those who
have not. These kids seem to know
each other much better.�

Asst. Prof. Aart Holtslag of the
Political Science Department is the
lead teacher for the learning commu-
nity on international affairs. He wit-
nessed the effect of learning commu-
nities at Florida International
University, where he taught prior to
coming here. He is unequivocal in his
support for them. 

�Learning communities,� he 
says, �enhance student retention, 
student involvement and student
achievement.�

Frank Andrews, director of
undergraduate programs in the
College of Management (COM),
agrees that the learning community
program seems to be successful. 

�We know that the first six weeks
are critically important for freshmen
to connect with the school,� he says.
�The anecdotal evidence for this year
is terrific. We�ve come through that
first six-week period with 95 percent
of our freshmen still here.

�Students have been telling to me
that they love the freshman seminar
we developed,� says Andrews. �One
student told me recently that what
she has learned about study skills
and time management has already
been invaluable to her.�

Freshman Learning
Communities Launched 

College of Management 
Named Among Top Business
Schools in Nation

� Former Bruins goalie Gerry Cheevers, right, chats with former UMass Lowell hockey coach
Billy Riley, center, and Riley’s son, Billy Riley Jr., while he signs autographs at the reception
before the River Hawks home opener on Friday, Oct. 24. The River Hawks beat Providence
College, 4-1, before 6,200 fans.


